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Dr. Juan Bosch Gavino, 85-year-old legend in Dominican politics, resigned from leadership of
the Partido de la Liberacion Dominicana (PLD), the party that he founded in 1973. His surprise
resignation came one month after the May 16 presidential elections in which Bosch came in a distant
third after President Joaquin Balaguer and Jose Francisco Pena Gomez. There is still no declared
winner in those elections, which were marred by widespread charges of fraud. Bosch, who is feeble
and sometimes suffers from memory losses, announced his resignation as head of the PLD on June
19 at a party conference. He gave no reasons for the resignation. Bosch said he would continue to be
active in the PLD and in Dominican political life.
In addition to his prominent role in Dominican politics, Bosch is considered one of Latin America's
most important 20th century short story and essay writers. Bosch's political activities stretch back
several decades. After the 1961 assassination of dictator Rafael Leonidas Trujillo, Bosch who had
formed the Partido Revolucionario Dominicano (PRD) was elected president in 1962. He defeated
Balaguer, who had been installed as titular president in 1960 by Trujillo. Bosch was ousted less
than a year later by the military who feared he would establish a Marxist government on the
island. Rioting broke out in 1965, led by Bosch's supporters who were attempting to restore him
to power. The unrest resulted in a US invasion under the pretext of putting an end to the political
disturbances.
Bosch went into exile after the US invasion, but returned to the Dominican Republic in 1966 to
run against Balaguer in the elections which had been scheduled as part of the agreement for the
withdrawal of US troops. Bosch lost that election and later left the PRD and founded the PLD. He
unsuccessfully ran for president in 1974, 1978, 1982, 1986 and in 1990, when he lost to Balaguer by
only 24,470 votes. Most analysts and historians support Bosch's claim that he won that election but
was robbed of victory through massive fraud. Although Bosch ran against Balaguer again in the
recent May 16 elections, this time Balaguer's chief opponent was Bosch's heir in the PRD, Pena
Gomez. Almost from the time the polls opened, opposition parties began to accuse the Balaguer
regime and the electoral commission (Junta Central Electoral, JCE) of another stolen election.
National and international observers, including two US delegations, supported Pena Gomez's
charges of widespread fraud by Balaguer's supporters. Pena Gomez claimed that the names
of 200,000 of his supporters were removed from the voter registration lists that were sent to
polling places, which prevented them from casting ballots. On May 19, with only 3% of the ballots
remaining to be counted, the electoral commission stopped the vote count and announced it would
investigate the fraud charges. However, to date there has been no report on their investigations.
In the last JCE report released before the count was stopped, Balaguer led by about l%, less than
30,000 votes. On June 17, the PRD turned over to the JCE documentation to support its allegation of
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fraud. Fernando Alvarez Bogaert, vice presidential candidate for the PRD, said that after examining
500 of the 9,528 polling places, their investigations confirmed that 11,387 names had been removed
from the registration lists. At that rate, it would mean approximately 183,000 voters excluded
nationwide. The PRD charged that most of the voters whose names were excluded from the
registration lists were PRD sympathizers, and that the manipulation had been a deliberate move by
Balaguer backers in the JCE to prevent a Pena Gomez victory.
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